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MORE RESOURCES: centerofagriculture.org/farm-transition

Planning, family, 
and legal/tax, 

resources.

OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR PARTNERS

Trusted advisors 
and practical 

hands-on help.

STRONG 
DEMAND FOR 

GUIDED 
SUPPORT

Biggest hurdles 
are emotional 
and technical.

FAMILY & 
FINANCIAL 

CHALLENGES

Many have 
started, and too 
many haven’t.

PLANNING IS 
INCOMPLETE

Over 90% plan 
to transfer, most 
within 3-7 years.

A MAJOR 
TRANSITION 

WAVE IS 
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Support They Need

• Mentorship & counseling 

• Info on perpetual or 
conservation-style trusts

• Guidance for end-of-life 
farm stewardship

Top Reasons

• No heirs/successor

• Next generation 
uninterested

• Still navigating
a transition

Producers Not Intending
to Transition Their Farm (9%)

Most Requested Farm
Transition Resources

• Help starting the process

• More workshops and planning retreats

• Access to legal and tax expertise

• Guidance on trusts, LLCs, land structures, 
and ownership

• Balancing fairness among heirs

• Real-world case examples and best practices

Support Needed

1%
Non-family

24%
Don’t
know yet

74%
Family

Who will own and manage 
the farm after you?

26%

10+

4%

8-9

29%

4-7

41%

Less than 3 years

When do you hope to start?

NO
(9%)

YES
(91%)

Intending to transfer your farm?

8% 18% 40% 21% 13%

Not at all Moderate I worry a lot

How much does farm transition
keep you up at night?

Mindset & Intentions
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14%

Unsure
where

to begin

18%

Long-term
health care

26%

Capital gains tax

29%

Family dynamics

Top Barriers to Completing a Farm Transition (select all that apply)

I have a living will ...................................... 37%

I have created a trust............................... 18%

I haven’t started and am unsure how.... 21%

I started the process but got stuck ......... 17%

Other............................................................. 7%

Estate Planning
Status (select all that apply)

Met with an attorney.......................................... 25%

Met with a tax accountant................................ 17%

Met with a farm transition consultant............... 12%

Attended a workshop/planning retreat........... 31%

Have not started yet........................................... 12%

Other....................................................................... 3%

Transition Planning
Steps Taken
(select all that apply)

(Producers intending to transfer)Planning Progress
Top reasons for not starting: unsure where to begin, no time, too early, family not aligned. 
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< 50
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Farm Size
(in Acres)
52% have over 400 acres

0%
Agritourism

7%
Value 
Added 
on Farm

7%
Specialty
Crop

18%
Dairy

54%
Livestock

89%
Crop

Production Type
(select all that apply)

60% of 
respondents 

have farmed for 
20+ years

< 5

6 - 9

10 - 19

9
 2- 0 2

30 + years

Years of Experience

Who Responded?
75+ producers representing 29 counties across southern and central Minnesota, with strong 
participation from Blue Earth, Goodhue, Le Sueur, Murray, Pipestone, and others.

Minnesota Farm Transition Survey 2025-2026
Feedback from producers provides a better understanding of their needs and creates an opportunity to improve 
resources that support successful farm ownership and management transitions. This survey was funded by MAELC. 

https://www.centerofagriculture.org/farm-transition



