
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities 
•	 Home to 33 Minnesota State College and Universities. 

Of these, 31 offer one or more AFNR programs.
•	 Average 2023-2024 tuition cost is $6,127 at state 

colleges and $9,884 at state universities.
•	 Total AFNR enrollment was 3,597 students for Fall 2023.
•	 Students of Color within AFNR Fall 2023 enrollment is 17%.
•	 1,106 graduates of AFNR programs in 2023.
•	 Top 3 AFNR Programs: Environmental Science, Vet Technician, Agribusiness

University of Minnesota 
•	 College of Food, Agricultural and Natural 

Resource Sciences (CFANS) includes 12 
academic departments and 10 research and 
outreach centers.

•	 Average 2023-2024 tuition cost is $16,654.
•	 Total AFNR enrollment was 1,676 students for Fall 2023.
•	 Students of Color within CFANS Fall 2023 enrollment is 18.6%.
•	 435 graduates in CFANS in 2023.
•	 Top 3 AFNR Programs: Animal Science, Environmental Sciences Policy & 

Management and Fisheries, Wildlife and Conservation Biology

University of Minnesota, Crookston 
•	 Total AFNR enrollment was 351 students for Fall 2023.
•	 Average 2023-2024 tuition cost is $11,478.
•	 Students of Color within AFNR Fall 2023 enrollment is 8%.
•	 95 graduates of AFNR programs in 2023.
•	 Top 3 AFNR Programs: Animal Science, Natural 

Resources, Agricultural Business

Summary:
Statewide in Minnesota, there are a total of 5,624 students currently enrolled 
in AFNR programs and 17% are students of color. In 2023, there were a total 
of 1,636 graduates from AFNR programs. According to RealTime Talent, 
employment growth has been strong in AFNR since the pandemic, but is 
forecasted to taper off and slightly fall in the next three years due to tight labor 
conditions.

Our Greatest Needs:
•	 Industry relevant facilities
•	 Availability of teachers
•	 Retention of students from secondary to post-secondary within the AFNR sector
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•	 Capacity: 65 Farm Business Management Instructors across 
Minnesota (7 college campuses) serving nearly 3,000 student farmers

•	 Demand for FBM Data: The Database at finbin.umn.edu was queried 
(web page research) over 35,000 times; about 96 per day

•	 Farm Succession Planning: Support in farm succession planning 
through one-on-one consulting and retreats held across the state

•	 Accessibility: Developing and providing on-line learning options 
for more student flexibility

•	 Value: When asked: How much do you estimate you gain per year 
in combined increased income and reduced expenses from FBM 
benchmarking your farm against other farms?  
Student response: $17,632 

•	 Farmer Mental Well-being: Offering personalized support from 
on-staff professional services through rural mental health specialists

•	 Assessment: Farms successfully complete a whole farm analysis 
(assessment) with FBM instructors. Number of student farms in  state 
database: 2,293 students in 2021 and 2,154 students in 2022 

•	 Supporting Beginning Farmers: Partner with Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture to provide nearly 450 beginning farmers with scholarships 
($455,000) to enroll in MN Farm Business Management

•	 Mentorship for Faculty Training & Retention: Professional Excellence 
Program (PEP) 14 participants (21.5% of faculty are less than three 
years of experience)

•	 Partnerships: Center of Farm Financial Management, Clean Water 
Land & Legacy Amendment, Environmental Defense Fund, Farm 
Service Agency, Minnesota Agricultural Education Leadership 
Council, Minnesota Association of Agricultural Educators, Minnesota 
Bankers Association, Minnesota Office for Soil Health, Minnesota 
Water Quality Certified Farm, University of Minnesota Extension and 
USDA NIFA

•	 Data Driven Decisions: Assisting farmers to make data driven 
decisions as it relates to Climate Smart Environmental Improvements

•	 Our Greatest Needs: 
• Equal access for small farms 
• Availability of faculty 
• Continued MAELC FBM funding

Farm Business Management Overview 2023

CONTACT US
FBM programs are led by the Minnesota State Agricultural Centers of Excellence

Northern Center
Keith Olander  •  218-894-5163

agcentric.org  

Southern Center
Tina LeBrun  •  507-389-7391

centerofagriculture.org  


