
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities 
•	 Home to 33 Minnesota State College and Universities. 

Of these, 32 offer one or more AFNR programs.
•	 Average 2022-2023 tuition cost is $6,123 at state 

colleges and $9,894 at state universities.
•	 Total AFNR enrollment was 3,803 students for Fall 2022.
•	 Students of Color within AFNR Fall 2022 enrollment is 13.2%.
•	 1,132 graduates of AFNR programs in 2022.
•	 Top 3 AFNR Programs: Veterinary Technician, Agribusiness, 

Environmental Science

University of Minnesota 
•	 College of Food, Agricultural and Natural 

Resource Sciences (CFANS) includes 12 
academic departments and 10 research and 
outreach centers.

•	 Average 2022-2023 tuition cost is $14,006.
•	 Total AFNR enrollment was 1,790 students for Fall 2022.
•	 Students of Color within CFANS Fall 2022 enrollment is 21.5%.
•	 502 graduates in CFANS in 2022.
•	 Top 3 AFNR Programs: Animal Science, Environmental Science Policy & 

Management and Fisheries, Wildlife and Conservation Biology

University of Minnesota, Crookston 
•	 Total AFNR enrollment was 324 students for Fall 2022.
•	 Average 2022-2023 tuition cost is $13,010.
•	 Students of Color within AFNR Fall 2022 enrollment is 7%.
•	 97 graduates of AFNR programs in 2022.
•	 Top 3 AFNR Programs: Animal Science, Equine 

Science, Natural Resources

Internships and Apprenticeships:
No matter the program, internships play a crucial role in a student’s 
education process. More than 90% of students in AFNR programs across 
all institutions in the state of Minnesota complete an internship prior to 
graduation.
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•	 A 2021 report by RealTime Talent estimated annual demand of 18,820 
for AFNR employees in the state of Minnesota, showing a significant 
shortage in the current pipeline of 1,731 AFNR graduates per year in 
higher education. Unsurprisingly, in early 2021, 61% of MN agri-food 
organizations surveyed by AgriGrowth stated their biggest workforce 
challenge is not having enough applicants to fill open positions.

•	 The clusters expecting the greatest growth statewide in the next ten 
years include Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources, which is 
forecasted at growth of 6.0%, up from 0% last year (RealTime Talent 
2022 Workforce Trends Analysis).

•	 Total five-year demand for AFNR talent in Minnesota is 92,362 new 
professionals needed to meet replacement and growth demand. 
Most of the growth is attributable to careers in Power, Structural, and 
Technical Systems and Biotechnology Systems (RealTime Talent 2022 
Workforce Trends Analysis).

•	 In Minnesota in 2022, RealTime Talent reports that 5,748 AFNR job ads 
were listed and AgCareers.com reports 3,923 AFNR job ads were listed 
within its platform.

•	 Within the next 12 months, 68.35% of companies plan to do more 
new graduate recruitment. Competition for talent once again has 
prompted companies to pursue new graduates as well as anticipated 
business growth (AgCareers.com 2022-2023 Ag & Food HR Review).

•	 Legislative funded Workforce Development Scholarships (WDS) provide 
up to $2,500/yr, which covers over 40% of annual tuition, for students 
attending a two-year Minnesota State College program in Agriculture, 
Transportation, Health Care, IT, Advance Manufacturing and Early 
Childhood. The Ag COE’s have worked to increase awareness of 
these scholarships. Data is still being collected for 2022, but in 2021, 62 
scholarships were awarded in Agriculture.

•	 To summarize, there are 1,731 combined AFNR graduates in 2022 from 
UMN and Minnesota State vs. 18,820 people projected for annual 
AFNR demand.
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